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My Wealth?

We live in money and wealth centered society. Many of popular culture’s heroes are the rich and famous: Donald Trump, Warren Buffet, etc. One of the seductive ideas that is part of this money and wealth centered society is that the wealth that I have is mine.  I made it, I earned it, and only I have a right to decide how it is used. The Bible sees wealth very differently.

In the Book of Deuteronomy, the People of Israel are poised on the East bank of the Jordan River ready to cross over and seize the Promised Land. Moses preaches a series of sermons to the people to prepare them for their life in the Promised Land. In Deuteronomy 8: 11-18, he says the following:

Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today. When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, and when your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is multiplied, then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid waste-land with poisonous* snakes and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, and fed you in the wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and in the end to do you good. Do not say to yourself, ‘My power and the might of my own hand have gained me this wealth.’ But remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today. 

It is a warning against thinking about one’s wealth in the way our society tends to think about it. It is all God’s gift, including our power to get wealth. God provided for the people in the Wilderness and he will more than amply provide for them in the Land–but they are to remember that all of it comes from God and one is called by God to be generous in returning it to God. And the Torah was very specific about how that wealth was to be returned by the tithes, offerings and gifts of mercy to the needy.

Fast forward to the New Testament. Jesus is very negative about wealth and actually sees it as an obstacle to entry to the Kingdom of God. Matthew 19: 23 ff is his most famous teaching on wealth and its danger to the soul:

Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’ When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astounded and said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ But Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, but for God all things are possible.’ 

Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we have?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is seated on the throne of his glory, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or fields, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold,* and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first. 

Paul, ever practical, spends his time when traveling from city to city taking up a collection for the poor in the Church in Jerusalem from the churches he founded. He also admonishes the idle to work so that they may have something to provide for the needy. Paul is constantly trying to prod his churches to be free with their wealth, giving to him and his ministry, to other churches in need, and to the needy in general.

So what are we who follow Jesus to do today? The answer from the early Church is tithing and offerings to the poor. It is only in letting go of some of our wealth in these ways that we become free from the tendency of our wealth to own us rather than us owning our wealth. Our wealth, great or small, is given to 

us by God. It can seduce us into thinking that it is ours and earned by ourselves alone – independently of God. Learning to give is one of the chief disciplines of the Christian life, yet least practiced disciplines in the Church. How about you? Are you willing to acknowledge that your wealth, great or small, is God’s gift to you, as is your ability to make that wealth?  And are you willing to struggle to live free of avarice and the power of wealth itself to corrupt us by learning to give?

Jay Mills

Baptized at St. Paul’s                                                                                                                                         Holy Baptism is full initiation by water and the Holy Spirit into Christ’s Body the Church. The bond which God establishes in Baptism is indissoluble. BCP page 298.                                                                                                                                      Scarlett Ann Zangri, baptized at St. Paul’s on Sunday, July 24, 2011 is the daughter of Michael and Ann Zangri and granddaughter of Bill and Adair Murdoch.
St. Paul’s ‘Ministry to the Parish’ Committee (Supply meals for sickness, bereavement, to shut-ins as needed.)  September Chairperson: Cricket Malcolm 245-1529. Assisting are Cathy McGlasson, Sylvia Morin and Paige Kramer.

Bits and Pieces                                                                                                                                          Fr. Mills will be out September 2--4. Please join us Sunday, September 4 for Morning Prayer at the 8 a.m. and 10:15 a.m. services with Deacon Chris.                                                                                         

Ultreya meets the 1st Sunday of each month in Berndt Hall at 4:00 p.m. Contact person: Randy Dean.
Monday, September 5 the office will be closed for Labor Day.

Rally Day & Teachers Installation service Sunday, September 11. Sunday school begins September 18.                                                                                                        

Please help the office stay informed. If you have a new address/phone number or the planned event or meeting you had scheduled is cancelled, please e-mail or call to the church office 245-5187. This keeps our directory and planning calendar up to date.

Transfers Out: Cassandra & Paul Pusateri to Eastern Shore Chapel, Virginia Beach, VA; Howard Peyton Watson to St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, Athens, TN. Transferring In: Lisa McClellan from All Saint’s, Norton, Va.

Mark your calendars for this date! Bishop Young will visit St. Paul’s on Sunday, September 25. Make plans to join us for the service followed by a reception.   

The Sister Church Project
The diocesan ECW is sponsoring a new mission project: “The Sister Church Project” where the board of the ECW is offering to work with women at local parishes on specific projects at their parishes. We will have a day of fellowship in which we work, worship, and eat together. Projects might include painting a Sunday school room, planting a prayer garden, making curtains for a youth room/nursery, holding an Altar Guild workshop or establishing an ECW. ECW board members and others who are interested in helping will work with the parish on the particular project. The ECW board will spend a Saturday, working with the women of the individual parish on specific projects, enjoy a lunch together and have an informal worship. We will also coordinate the distribution of used liturgical garments and linens, based on the success of the distribution of liturgical items at the 2010 ECW Annual Meeting at St. James, Knoxville. If your parish is interested in “The Sister Church Project,” contact ECW Christian Missions Chair Courtney Zirkle courtney.zirkle@gmail.com or ECW President Pat Rutenberg at pbrutenberg@gmail.com.
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I see some really exciting things happening at St. Paul’s and feel really blessed to be a part of them.  One of them is what I have been eluding to over the past few weeks.  The question is, What will be your 2-1-1?  You are seeing the signs and hearing bits and teasers about it,  but believe me this is going to bring energy and excitement  to the family of St. Paul’s!  Sometimes we get into a rut and everything seems the same.  We forget how exciting it can be to gather as a family and hear all the stories from the lives of each family member.  Please come to church on Sunday, September 11 to find out details of what I have been talking about.

September 11 will be our Rally Day and the day our Christian Ed teachers will be commissioned during both services.  We have new teachers for our Godly Play and for St. Paul’s Adventures class and this will bring new excitement to each of the programs.

Another exciting thing that begins on September 18 is an additional Adult Forum Class (still yet to be named). This Adult Forum class is based more on topics that will help with our spiritual journeys.  Even if you are just starting your journey or you are well traveled, this class will be sure to give you something to ponder.  So with all of this getting ready to begin as fall begins, please come and take part.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church

Vestry Meeting Minutes, July 25, 2011

Vestry Present: Jim Briddell, Ed Cwirko, Randy Dean, Charlie Herron, Bob Jameson, Catherine McGlasson, Dave Nealy, Jean Peace.

Vestry Absent: Con Cave, John McKinley, Becki Paluzzi, Michael O’Neill, Anthony Peters, Linda Strutner, Treva Tarpley. 

Others Attending: Todd Dougan (Clerk), Chris Harpster (Deacon), and Jay Mills (Rector).

A regular meeting of St. Paul’s Vestry was held July 25, 2011 and called to order at 7:02 p.m. by Randy Dean.  Fr. Jay Mills led the Vestry in prayer.

I. Approval of Minutes of Last Meetings

The minutes of the June 20, 2011 regular meeting and the June 27, 2011 special called meeting were approved unanimously on a motion by Jim Briddell duly seconded.

II. Treasurer’s Report

In lieu of a Treasurer, Randy Dean referred the Vestry to the June financial statements in the binder and noted that year to date pledge receipts were above the prior three years. Randy also noted that the new Treasurer’s office was being set up this week. Randy then gave an update on the Hunt property at 150 E. Sevier:

An offer to purchase the property for $62,000 has been made contingent upon Standing Committee approval and property inspection. The Standing Committee has now given its approval contingent upon property inspection. Dorman Stout is working on the documents, title inspection, and property inspection. Target closing in September. Discussion took place concerning the feasibility of relocating the offices to this property (Bob Jameson is looking into this) and options for paying the difference between the price and the proceeds from the 134 E. Sevier property. After discussion, a motion to request a bridge loan of $20,000 to cover this difference and any related costs was approved unanimously on a motion by Jean Peace duly seconded.

III. Rector’s Report

Fr. Jay reported that he has been and will be contacting members of the congregation who have stopped attending services.

IV. Deacon’s Report

Chris Harpster reported that the mission trip to Honduras was fantastic. He also noted that the acolyte schedule for the coming year was nearly ready for publication. Chris also reported that a small group had met at Alison Barton’s suggestion with the goal of the parish to be like a family and a method was “2-1-1” with “2 more hours a month serving the church”, “1 affirmation of someone doing a good thing” and “get to know 1 person from the church”. This method will be related to the congregation in September. One suggestion was to put an “affirmation board” by the name tags to be used by anyone to compliment another person. Approval to place one board on either side of the name tag board was approved unanimously on a motion by Jim Briddell duly seconded.

V. Sr. Warden’s Report

Randy Dean requested that the accounting firm of Kirk & Fortner be re-appointed to perform this year’s audit – this was approved on motion by Charlie Herron duly seconded. Randy also reported that Olan Mills had provided a great package for the church directory and that the dates of October 4th, 5th, 21st & 22nd had been blocked for members to have pictures taken.

VI. Jr. Warden’s Report

Ed Cwirko reported that an exterminator had been paid $1,350 to eliminate the rodent(s) reported to be in the Day School.  Ed also reported that the Day School fire alarm system had been repaired at a cost of $1,007, that the sprinkler system had been inspected at a cost of $400, and that a back-flow preventer had been installed at a cost of $500.

VII. Committee Reports

Christian Education – Chris Harpster reported that Rally Day would be September 11th, that he had a lead on a grade 3-5 Sunday School teacher, and there is a need for a Journey to Adulthood mentor.  He also noted that the net youth pilgrimage would be in 2012 and that Happening would be at St. Paul’s on November 10th to 13th.

Communication – Jean Peace reported that the brochure describing the various committees is underway.

Day School – Cathy McGlasson reported the Day School Board met earlier on July 25 and that next year’s enrollment looks good and that a new teacher had been hired (Kristen Galloway).  

Shared Ministry – Cathy McGlasson distributed the new prayer list to the Vestry members and received great feedback on the program.

VIII. Old Business

Randy Dean reported that the 134 E. Sevier property sale closing is scheduled for the first week of August.

IX. New Business - No old business was addressed.

X. Blessing and Dismissal - The meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer and was adjourned at 8:33 p.m.

Respectfully submitted, Todd Dougan, Vestry Clerk
Women’s Conference- All women of the diocese are invited!                                                                          The Episcopal Church Women’s 2011 fall gathering & annual meeting is Saturday, September 24 at Grace Point Camp & Retreat Center. To reserve lunch ($15 ea) sent  name, parish, e-mail and phone number with check to Suzy Deierhoi, ECW Treasurer, 703 Windy Way, Signal Mountain, TN 37377.
September 2011 Altar Guild Schedule
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9:45 - Joni  & Vanne

	4

8:00 – Susan 

10:15 –Joni & Vanne
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9:00 - Ginger
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	10

9:45 – Linda 
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8:00 – Susan

10:15 – Linda & Vanne
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9:00 - Ginger
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9:45 – Linda 
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8:00 - Susan

10:15 – Linda & Vanne
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9:00 - Ginger
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	23
	24

9:45 - Joni

	25

8:00 - Susan

10:15 – Joni


	26
	27
	28

9:00 - Ginger


	29
	30
	


Susan Tipton – Chairman – 914-2609 or 212-0555-; Ginger Godsey – 276-386-3737; Linda Strutner – 276-386-4186; Joni Ragsdale – 246-7249; Vanne Rogers – 767-4887

	September 2011 Lay Eucharistic Ministry Schedule
	

	Date
	Service Role
	Name

	9/4/2011
	Chalice
	Ann VandeVate, Randy Dean

	(12th Sunday after Pentecost)
	Lector I
	Andrew Kramer

	 
	Lector II
	Hal Yungmeyer

	 
	Prayers
	Monica Case-Harman

	 
	Verger
	Mickey Shull

	 
	 
	 

	9/11/2011
	Chalice
	Preston Depew, Alan Ragsdale

	(13th Sunday after Pentecost)
	Lector I
	Rex Ward

	 
	Lector II
	Eddie Cwirko

	 
	Prayers
	Mickey Shull

	 
	Verger
	Anthony Peters

	 
	 
	 

	9/18/2011
	Chalice
	Mike O’Neill, Perry Crocker 

	(14th Sunday after Pentecost)
	Lector I
	Chris Dougan

	 
	Lector II
	Kathleen Donnellan

	 
	Prayers
	John Bellamy

	 
	Verger
	Susan Herron

	 
	 
	 

	9/25/2011
	 Chalice
	John Bellamy, Mike Forrester

	(15th Sunday after Pentecost)
	 Lector I
	Tim Bradshaw

	
	Lector II
	Alison Barton

	
	Prayers
	Dorman Stout

	
	Verger
	Mickey Shull

	 
	 
	 


YOU MUST ARRANGE FOR A SUBSTITUTE IF YOU WILL NOT BE ABLE TO SERVE AS SCHEDULED.  CALL JANET AT (423) 245-5187 TO TELL HER WHO WILL BE SERVING FOR YOU.  THANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME AND COMMITMENT TO SERVE.                                        

                                                                                                                                                                   Meals On Wheels Schedule for St. Paul’s Volunteers                                                                               9/4
Cooks: Tipton; Drivers: Peters, VandeVate, Lewis, Pickard                                                                9/11
Cooks: Garrett, Fleming, Godsey; Drivers: Stallard, Cwirko, Shull, Spencer                                   9/18
Cooks: Ford, O’Neill; Drivers: Hunter, Wilkerson, Yungmeyer, Cave                                                   9/25
Cooks:  Allen; Drivers: Tarpley, Paluzzi, Borg, Stout


