Only a few items were sent to Carl Swann for publication in September's Journey. Therefore, this issue of the Journey was cancelled. Below are the items submitted for the congregation's information:

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE
 

· If you need a name tag, please contact Kathleen Donnellan at donnellanfamily@gmail.com, or you may call her at 578-6955.  You may also tell a greeter or an usher.  
· If you are unable to access the web site or emails, please let Jean Peace know.  (246-6956) The communications committee is working on a solution to keep those without web access informed and up-to-date on announcements, etc.  We need a list of names to know who and how many we aren't reaching.  If you do have access to the web site and would like to get emails alerting you to new postings, remember to subscribe, an option which is on the front page of the web site.  

· Please send any information about your committee work or events to Alison Barton so that our web site is current.  That is very important in keeping parishioners informed and in attracting new members.  webmaster@saint-pauls.org
*******
Readings on Stewardship
From St. Paul’s Church Stewardship Committee
Theology of Enough!
Linda Rozumalski

"And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work." 2Corinth 9:8 

I heard a new term the other day – the "theology of enough." We've heard of scarcity thinking and abundance thinking, and that God is all about abundance ~ "I have come that you may have life and have it abundantly." (John 10:10)  Indeed, abundant, abundantly and abundance are mentioned 146 times in the Bible ~ an abundant number of times! But I've been considering this idea of the "theology of enough." God has blessed us with enough. The practice of this theology goes against the ideology (and idolatry) of consumerism and consumption. It goes against the competitive spirit of acquisition. It frustrates the false glory of self-importance (I am what I own, what I control). 

To declare Enough seems radical.

Actually, I have a hard time coming to terms with it. For starters, I'm a collector by nature and Enough is a difficult concept for collectors. I have stones that I think are pretty, lots of them, tucked here and there...and interesting coins, and birdnests I've picked up off the ground after storms. I have enough boxes for any occasion, but it's still hard to let a new size or shape go into the recycling bin. (We've moved more than enough times – I value sturdy boxes!) I know that I have canned enough tomato juice, but I've just borrowed more quart jars because I have an abundance of tomatoes ripening in paper bags and in the church yard. Last spring, I definitely collected enough maple sap and dutifully – perhaps unreasonably – boiled it all down to syrup. I have run into the current jar shortage because of this abundance. I have an abundance of stuff – well past the Enough mark – actually too much to keep track of and organize and utilize and clean and value properly. 

But the theology of enough isn't about feeling guilty and overburdened – that's just the point. It is to recognize the blessing of having Enough. I have enough people in my life who love and care for me (therefore I don't need to struggle with problems or loneliness on my own). I have enough material goods to be able to share and enough to keep (and in sharing could better appreciate the value of what I choose to keep). I have enough time to spend some of it on others in fellowship and affection (which would bring me out of my self-centered tendencies and help me actually see others). 

I have enough to do, enough to contribute, enough to be content. And the glory of life, I think, is found in being content, at peace, appreciative, attentive, observant.

My ongoing relationship with honeybees helps me make sense of this concept. I've just brought in the honeycomb. My hive consists of two deep boxes stacked on top of each other, a queen excluder - which is a screen that prevents the queen from moving upward out of these two brood boxes, and a shallow top box, which the bees have nicely filled with honey and capped with wax. I brought the small box into the kitchen and will – at some point – cut out the comb, melt it down, and separate the honey from the wax. I've left the bees the two deep boxes ~ also filled with capped honey. In many cases, bees don't survive the winter and bee keepers start the spring with a new queen and cluster of workers. So I could take all the honey and just let the bees die now. I'd have a lot of honey ~ jars and jars, an abundance! But anyone who knows me, knows I could never do that. I've claimed these bees and talk to them, admire them when I see them out and about, am grateful to them for not joining the Renegades in Solvieg's oak tree or swarming somewhere new on their own. These are my Bees. I feel as much affection toward them as one can toward a hive of bees. I will hope that they have enough honey to last the winter, and know that the portion of their production I've taken is enough for me. There is a symbiosis in the practice of Enough.  And in the theology of enough, as well. 

"[God's] grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness." (2Corin12:9)

God's grace is enough. It is sufficient. It will last. And, though there is most certainly an abundance of grace, in that symbiotic relationship, we are blessed to be a blessing – to share – to bear the burdens of one another – to count the cost of our abundance. 

Proof of blessing is not abundance. Perhaps the proof of blessing is the grace and humility and radical self-limitation of declaring Enough.

 Linda Rozumalski is a pastor West Denmark Lutheran Church, Luck, WI.

*******
Meals on Wheels volunteers for September and October:
 September 5
Cooks:             Jonathan Rogers & Rick Snyder

Drivers:           Peace, Friant, Shull, Danette Price

 September 12
Cooks:             Becky Friant, Linda McGuire, Kathleen Donnellan     

Drivers:           Deb Miller, Forrester, Carol Greene, Kramer

 September 19
Cooks:             Anthony Peters, Susan Herrington

Drivers:           Alice Payne, Jameson, Borg, Ed Herrington

 September 26
Cooks:            Susan & Tom Tipton       
Drivers:           Ragsdale, Angie Perry, Linda McGuire, Malcolm

 *****
 October 3
Cooks: :           Debbie Hash       
Drivers:           Anthony Peters, VandeVate, Donnellan, Cookie Pickard

 October 10
Cooks:             Nancy Garrett, Audrey Fleming, Ginger Godsey

Drivers:           Ann Stallard, Cwirko, Berg, Eiselstein

 October 17
Cooks:             Bill & Eleanor Ford, Betty O’Neill

Drivers:           Hunter, Robin Wilkerson, Lewis, Yungmeyer

 October 24
Cooks:             Ed & Elena Allen

Drivers: :         Treva Tarpley, Paluzzi, Shull, Stout

October 31
Cooks:             Jonathan Rogers & Rick Snyder

Drivers: :         Peace, Friant, Carol Greene, Danette Price

