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Stewardship
Is Your Cup Half-Full or Half-Empty?

by The Rev. John D. Talbird, Jr.

Christian stewardship is about conversion. Conversion is such a loaded word. What I mean by conversion is changing one's mental outlook, the way one looks at things. This conversion is what I call "Jesus economics." It's changing our view of life from the "cup that is half-empty" to one where we see "the cup is half-full." That's not just the difference between a pessimist and an optimist - it is the difference between looking at life as scarcity and looking at life as abundance. In the Gospel of John, Jesus says, "I came that they may have life, and have it abundantly" (John 10:10). Jesus wants us to have abundant life. God has given us everything we need. We have abundance. But what we often talk about is what we are lacking: there's not enough money, time energy or people. Jesus offers us another way of thinking. "Jesus economics" is open-sum thinking as opposed to fixed-sum thinking. Fixed-sum thinking is seeing the resources that are available to us like a pie: there are only so many pieces. If I want to get more pieces out of the pie, I have to cut smaller pieces; therefore each person gets less. Fixed-sum thinking in Christian stewardship looks like this: if I give more of my resources to the church there will be less for me. The church's gain is my loss. If I give more, I have less.

Open-sum thinking looks very different: if I share my resources with others in the community, and my resources are put together with others' resources, there are unlimited possibilities to what we can do. Your gain is my gain is our gain. The classic story of open-sum thinking is the feeding of the 5,000. This is obviously one of the centerpieces of Jesus' teaching because the story appears in all four Gospels and twice more as the feeding of the 4,000. Jesus is teaching in the wilderness. The disciples come to him and tell him that is has been a long day, and the people are hungry. They tell him to send the people away so they can buy food for themselves. Jesus tells the disciples to feed the people. Notice the disciples' thinking: they say they don't have enough. Jesus says to the disciples, "What do you have? Go and see." As it turns out, there is more than enough - there is an abundance of food left over. 

"What do you have? Go and see." This is abundance thinking. This is open-sum thinking: your gain is my gain is our gain. This is the teaching and the conversion we need as Christian stewards because God has provided us with more than enough of everything we need. All we need to do is look at what we have and how we can put it with what others have. It is more than enough to do whatever we need to do.

The Rev. John D. Talbird, Jr., Episcopal Missioner for the churches in southeast Tennessee, is a member of the Stewardship Commission for the Diocese of East Tennessee and is active in stewardship consulting and teaching. Additional stewardship activities include service on the Board of the Children's Nutrition Program of Haiti and the Board of Directors of Holy Cross Hospital in Leogane, Haiti, which he chairs. 

Reprinted with permission from Networking, the official newsletter of The Episcopal Network for Stewardship, Inc. MARCH 2009 VOLUME 14 NO. 2
==================================

Day School Report

This year, like last, Food City is using your Value Card to tabulate "School Bucks" for St. Paul's Day School & Kindergarten. Information is available on the table below the bulletin board as you leave the Nave. You do have to re-register each year for the program. Please, take a copy of the form with you the next time you shop at Food City. Thank you for your support of the Day School through this program!

==================================

Church of the Month

St Paul's begins its month serving as the Church of the Month for the oncology unit at Wellmont / Holston Valley Medical Center Our dedicated group of 35 helps to meet the special needs of patients and family members spending days and nights with their loved ones. Many of our parishioners volunteer to spend time with patients visiting or reading. 

Two special events are also undertaken: the Sunday School classes will serenade the unit on Sunday morning, November 15th and we will serve an early Thanksgiving dinner to the patients, their families and the staff on Tuesday, November 17th. 

If you can’t join us, send up a prayer for the patients, staff and families and for our work this month.

==================================

St. Paul’s Bazaar

November 14, 2009
We need people to help out the day of the Bazaar!  We need volunteers to work in booths, wash dishes, waitress and youth to be "elves" for the children's bazaar.

Please call Paige Kramer 245-3601 or 677-9702 and let her know where you can help and to get more information.

This is going to be a wonderful day for our parish.

If you are unable to work, then by all means come out and have lunch and shop!
If you have already volunteered….THANK YOU!

If you have not…What are you waiting for?  

WE NEED YOU!!

Email or Call me and we will get you in the right spot!

God Bless,

Paige Kramer

rkkramer@chartertn.net
245-3601 (H)

677-9702 (C)
==================================

What’s “Happening” at St. Paul’s

In November?

That is a good question.  Well, St. Paul’s is honored to host the teen weekend known as “Happening” from Thursday, November 5 through Sunday, November 8.  This is a very exciting weekend for all 10 through 12 graders throughout the diocese as well as our neighboring dioceses.  This weekend is a time for the young adults to experience their faith in a way that they may not have before.


So what does this mean?  Well, starting on Thursday night the staff for the weekend will arrive and start all of the labor intensive work of getting things ready for the weekend.  This is when the ALL of the church property gets utilized.  This will carry on all the way through late Sunday afternoon.  The participates for Happening will arrive Friday night and will remain at the church from that point until sometime late Sunday afternoon.  We have made arrangements for showers and such throughout the weekend.

There is going to be approximately 80 people staying at St. Paul’s during this weekend.  This means that things will not be the same as they always are.  Things will be moved (and put back) and windows and doors will be covered when you show up on Sunday morning for the services.  We will have the 8:00am service and the 10:15 service but there will be NO COFFEE HOURS, NO ADULT FORUM, NO CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL, NO EYC, AND NO CHOIR PRACTICE ON SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8, 2009.  The reason for this is very simple, we have very few places in the church that can get 80 people together in one place and that is Berndt Hall and so to keep the integrity of the weekend, we need as little interaction from the outside (parish) as possible.  THERE WILL BE NURSERY PROVIDED (I will make sure that the nursery is cleared out for the 9:00 hour).


As you can see there will be a few things that happen differently during this weekend and I ask for everyone’s flexibility and patience.  Please remember this is a very important weekend in the development of our young adults’ faith please be considerate and kind.  


If you would like to offer your help for this weekend please contact Deacon Chris, Alice Payne or Debbie Hash.  There are plenty of ways to help without spending a great deal of time.  I would like to Thank each of you for showing your support and encouragement to the young adult’s while they take steps on their faith journey.

Respectfully Submitted

Deacon Chris
==================================

Financial Report: October 31, 2009

A big thanks to all. We are on target for a successful 2009 with respect to pledge payments. 

Total Pledges for 2009 ...................... $ 403,246

Total Pledge Receipts for 2009 ...................... $ 337,349

Happy Thanksgiving!

Bob Hoover and Marie Throp

Receiving Treasurers

==================================

Christmas Dinner Update  
Less than 8 weeks till Christmas! St. Paul's Christmas Dinner is coming up fast. I will have a sign-up poster in Berndt Hall starting in November. Please come and join us in continuing this special service. Be a kitchen helper, server, greeter, or a part of the "clean-up crew".  
Thanks, Aubin and Bill Lewis

==================================

Chili CookOff Time

IT'S TIME FOR OUR ANNUAL CHILI COOKOFF PURELY SOCIAL  AT 6:15 IN THE EVENING ON NOVEMBER 4.  If you want to compete, bring your best chili recipe and let Adair Murdoch know.  You can contact her via phone at 239-9108 or by e-mail at aemurdoch@aol.com.  All you other folks, just come and cast your vote for the best chili.  In addition to the chili, you will get tortilla chips, cheese and sour cream for your chili, and sherbet for dessert.  See you there!!
==================================

Meals on Wheels –November
Here are the Meals on Wheels volunteers for the next month:

 

NOVEMBER

November 1

Cooks:     Nancy Garrett, Audrey Fleming, Ginger Godsey

Drivers:   Anthony Peters, VandeVate, Barbara Bailey & Nell Echerd, Jean Pickard

 

November 8

Cooks:    Jim & Ann McGuire, Betty O’Neill

Drivers:   Ann Stallard, Cwirkos, Mickey Shull, Brian Eiselstein

 

November 15

Cooks:    Sherrie Spenser, Martha Nelms

Drivers:   Hunters, Robin Wilkerson, Carol Greene, Yungmeyer

 

November 22

Cooks:    Becky Friant, Linda McGuire, Kathleen Donnellan

Drivers:    Treva Tarpley, Becky Paluzzi, Borg, Stout

 

November 29

Cooks:    Debbie Hash, Becky Britton

Drivers:   Bob & Jean Peace, Friant, Linda McGuire, Stinson

==================================
Spreading the Good Word

Need to get the word out to over 150 St. Paul’s families? Just send the information to Carl Swann at cswann@chartertn.net – he will post your information to the St. Paul’s email list.

Want to submit an article to the JOURNEY? Again, simply send the info to Carl at cswann@chartertn.net – if you’d like to be reminded of this on a regular basis (for your committee, group, etc) ask Carl to put your name on the reminder list. You’ll be notified about two weeks before the JOURNEY is created each month.
Not on the St. Paul’s email list yet? Just tell Carl at cswann@chartertn.net – he’ll add your name to the e-list so you can receive information about goings-on at St. Paul’s directly to your email inbox.
==================================

Bits & Pieces…

CONGRATULATIONS to Matt Dougan who has been named a 2010 National Merit Semi-Finalist!  Matt, son of Todd and Jenny Dougan, will now advance to the finalist level and compete for Merit scholarships.  Good luck Matt!
…

On Sunday, 13 December, the retired bishop of East Tennessee, Bishop Sanders, will be here to celebrate the Eucharist at the 10:15 a.m. service and confirm those who wish to be confirmed. If you wish to be confirmed please let Fr. Jay know so that he can prepare to present you to the Bishop.

…

Everyone is cordially invited to St. Paul's for Gordon Brewer's ordination to the Diaconate on Saturday, 5 December, at 11:00am.
…

