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Conflict In The Church
Sadly, from time to time, conflict arises in the Church.  And Jesus, in Matthew 18:15-20 tells us specifically how to deal with it:

15 ‘If another member of the church* sins against you,* go and point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one.* 16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax-collector. 18Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.’
Biblical scholars suggest that this teaching is partly from Jesus but also partly from the early church, if for no other reason that the concept of “the church” developed after the resurrection and the church had time to develop.

Regardless, this teaching gives clear guidance on how we are to handle  it when someone in the church “sins against us”.  We are not to gather around us a group of people who will agree with us about how awful that person really is (my preferred option).  We are to go straight to that person and tell them what they have done — seeking reconciliation not vindication.  A humble spirit is far more likely to get results.  People do not like to be put on the spot, particularly by an angry, self-righteous person.

If one to one dialogue does not work, we are  to try again with two or three witnesses, preferably folks that  will not act as a lynch mob.

Finally we are to take it to the Church, for us that would mean the Vestry.  And the Vestry has the authority to adjudicate the conflict.

All this is a tall order for Episcopalians individually, as the small group of witnesses, and the Vestry.  It means living in community for real, doing the hard stuff of community.

What usually happens is someone is sinned against and they either leave the parish or build up one heck of a resentment.  Or if they have the nerve to confront the person face to face, that person leaves the parish or builds up one heck of a resentment.  Either way you get the scandalous situation of two brothers or sisters in Christ who neither talk to each other or have anything to do with each other.  Both parties usually also enlist allies to their cause bringing further reproach upon the church.

On the other hand, I have had a very few situations where parishioners have come to me, either alone or with two or three others, and lovingly confronted me with a wrong 

that they believe I  have done them.  Gladly I have always been able to see their point of view and with one individual the encounter began a life long friendship.

Jesus’ teaching works if we have the spiritual maturity to do as He says.

Jay


==================================

Applications are now being taken for enrollment in ENCORE classes for Fall, 2010. Read on for more information:

ENCORE is a self sustaining process that utilizes experienced citizens in Kingsport to meet the ever-growing challenges of our community. The program is based on the principles of Servant Leadership and requires no tax funding or assessments.

The target audience for ENCORE are individuals in the Kingsport area 50 years of age and older.

ENCORE participants include retirees, long time Kingsport natives, recent transfers, professionals, working class, and a variety of diverse members.

ENCORE classes will run for eight consecutive weeks starting in the fall. Structured interactive programs include a focus on a variety of topics.

ENCORE brings together individuals 50 years of age or older and exposes them to the Leadership and Civic Opportunities in the Kingsport area. ENCORE equips participants by providing exposure, contacts, and training by which we strive to get graduates involved and integrated into community service.

ENCORE is a part of the Kingsport Leadership Programs, which is a part of the Kingsport Chamber of Commerce. The Kingsport Leadership Programs include ENCORE, S.H.O.U.T.! A^® (Students Helping Others Understand Tomorrow), and Leadership Kingsport.

ENCORE is sponsored by Eastman Chemical Company and other Kingsport area companies, industries, and individuals that provide financial support and in kind support.

ENCORE utilizes the SENIOR ASHEVILLE (North Carolina) as a benchmark and foundation for the program. The SENIOR ASHEVILLE program which is a part of the Asheville Leadership organization has been an active part of the Asheville community for over 10 years.

Tuition is $130.00.

For more information and/or an application, go to www.kingsportleadershipprograms.com
==================================

Whodunit??
On Saturday night, June 12th, a spellbound audience witnessed a first: our normally law-abiding parish administrator, Janet Cox, turned into a murderer! 
The Off-Broad Street Players, composed of nine Kingsport residents, including Janet, premiered their new play, “Murder at a Birthday Party” at St. Paul’s. The proceeds went to trip expenses for the youth’s July mission trip to New Orleans. 
In between three acts, our youth served as waiters and greeted their tables with charm, good cheer and chicken tetrazzini, green beans, rolls, salad and red velvet cake. 
Thanks to those who organized, decorated, served, cleaned, washed and prepared the food. 
And have no fear, Janet is really a nice person and only commits her murders on the weekends… at birthday parties.
==================================

Meals on Wheels volunteers for August

 
August 1
Cooks:             Susan & Tom Tipton

Drivers:           Ragsdale, Angie Perry, Borg, Malcolm

 
August 8
Cooks:             Debbie Hash

Drivers:           Anthony Peters, VandeVate, Linda McGuire, Cookie Pickard

 

August 15
Cooks:             Nancy Garrett, Audrey Fleming, Ginger Godsey

Drivers:           Ann Stallard, Cwirko, Donnellan, Eiselstein

 
August 22
Cooks:             Bill & Eleanor Ford, Betty O’Neill

Drivers:           Hunter, Robin Wilkerson, Berg, Yungmeyer

 
August 29
Cooks:             The Allens

Drivers:           Treva Tarpley, Becki Paluzzi, Lewis, Stout

==================================

Bits & Pieces

CONGRATULATIONS to Chase Givens, son of Mindy and Charlie, who was named recently to the Class AAA all-state soccer team, as a midfielder.  Chase has been described as the most improved player on the Dobyns-Bennett team this spring.   Way to go Chase!
…

If you have not heard yet, the Depews are moving to the country!  Preston, Jasmine, Thomas, and Glenna will be official residents of Blackwater, VA on July 1, 2010.  Below is our new contact information.  Our email addresses and cell phone numbers will remain the same.  

Depew Family

2620 Carter Cave Road

Blackwater, VA 24221

Home:  276-346-3817

Glenna cell:  423-612-0646

Preston cell:  423-612-0579

…

